
Hill City Church 

Luke - Guide 
 

Luke Part 10 / Authority 
  
Go over the rules of Group Discussion: 

● Use ‘I’ statements. These statements break denial structures. 
● No rescuing people as they are speaking. Do not finish someone’s 

sentence if they start struggling to find words. Let them fully process 
their thought; it might be the first time they are wrestling with 
something 

● No side chatter. 
● Pray. Invite God to further His kingdom in your group. Ask for blind 

spots to be revealed in your members’ lives. 

 
Reading: 
 

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all things were 
created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and 
in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 19 For in him 
all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 
- Colossians 1:15-20 

 

18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
- Matthew 28:18-20 

 

Authority - The power or right to give orders, make decisions, and enforce obedience. 
- Oxford Dictionary  

Getting Started 
 

1. What is your definition of authority?  
2. What is the first source of authority that comes to your mind?  
3. What authority are you under?  
4. What authority do you have?  



Read the above verses and definition 

1. What does it mean for Jesus to have all authority in heaven and on 
earth?  

2. What is the significance of God the Father “giving” Jesus all authority?  
3. Is it hard for you to think of Jesus in the present tense? Meaning, is 

it hard for you to think of Jesus as an active, living, breathing 
person?  

4. In your actual day-to-day life, which authority shapes your actions or 
behaviors more - Missouri/federal law, “moral” codes, or Jesus?  

 
Going Deeper 
As we continue through Luke, we want people to be able to voice their thoughts 
and questions; however, we do not necessarily want to fill those with answers. 
As we walk through the book of Luke, we will be confronted with what we think 
we already know about Jesus versus what the bible says about Jesus. We will be 
confronted with whether we are worshiping the Jesus of the bible, or a Jesus 
we have created in our head. Create an environment where people can just shout 
out a thought they have. 
 
 31 And he went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee. And he was teaching them on the 
Sabbath, 32 and they were astonished at his teaching, for his word possessed authority. 33 And 
in the synagogue there was a man who had the spirit of an unclean demon, and he cried out 
with a loud voice, 34 “Ha! What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to 
destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God.” 35 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be 
silent and come out of him!” And when the demon had thrown him down in their midst, he came 
out of him, having done him no harm. 36 And they were all amazed and said to one another, 
“What is this word? For with authority and power he commands the unclean spirits, and they 
come out!” 37 And reports about him went out into every place in the surrounding region. 
 

- Luke 4:31 - 37 

 
Daniel talked about how the Bible is God’s revelation of Himself, and if we 
want to know the character and nature of Jesus, we need to know the Bible. 
 

1. What do you learn about Jesus from Luke 4:31-37?  
2. What do you learn about the people of Capernaum at that time?  
3. What do you learn about demons?  

a. Do you believe demons are real?  
b. Do demons have authority?  
c. What are demons doing in our day?  

4. Now that you have learned this, do you believe it?  
5. If you believe it, how will your life functionally change?  

 



38 And he arose and left the synagogue and entered Simon's house. Now Simon's mother-in-law was ill 
with a high fever, and they appealed to him on her behalf. 39 And he stood over her and rebuked the 
fever, and it left her, and immediately she rose and began to serve them. 
 
- Luke 4:38-39  
 

1. What do you learn about Jesus from Luke 4:38-39?  
2. What do you learn about Simon AKA Peter?  
3. What do you learn about Peter’s mother-in-law?  
4. Now that you have learned this, do you believe it?  
5. If you believe it, how will your life functionally change?  

 
40 Now when the sun was setting, all those who had any who were sick with various diseases brought 
them to him, and he laid his hands on every one of them and healed them. 41 And demons also came out 
of many, crying, “You are the Son of God!” But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, 
because they knew that he was the Christ. 
 
- Luke 4:40-41 

 

1. What do you learn about Jesus from Luke 4:40-41?  

2. What do you learn about the people of the area?  

3. What is the significant of Luke saying “every one of them” in v. 40?  

4. What do you learn about demons?  

5. Now that you have learned this, do you believe it?  

6. If you believe it, how will your life functionally change?  

 

  Application 

 
Daniel talked about how we submit to authority when it furthers our wants, but 
we rebel, or go against it, when it starts going against what we want. The 
authority makes us aware there is something bigger than us, and we do not like 
that we are not the center of it.   
 

1. Do you cringe at the thought of “being under the authority” of anyone?  
a. If yes, when do you remember that starting? Was there a specific 

moment or circumstance that you remember? Do you remember saying 
to yourself, “I’ll never let __________ happen again,” or “I’ll 
never be in _________ situation again?”  

2. With regard to authority, what is the popular narrative that “the world” 
or society is conveying?  

a. How are you following along?  
b. If we are part of an “upside down kingdom”, what does that mean 

our response is?  
i. How does that correspond with your view of freedom?  

3. What type of person would you willingly put as authority over you? What 
“credentials” or “characteristics” would they have to have?  



4. What do you believe about Jesus/God that makes you not want Him to have 
authority over you?  

a. Note to leader: Just because someone currently believes something 
does not make it true. The answer to this question will allow you 
to know where people are in their theology and beliefs. As a safe 
place, we want people to be able to share. Do not immediately 
correct false understanding, and do not let other members of the 
group do the same.  

5. Daniel talked about how some believers have a story of hitting “rock 
bottom” before admitting, and then willingly submitting to, the 
authority of Jesus. Is that your story? If so, please share. 

a. What authority or worldview were you following that led you to 
rock bottom? Did you even acknowledge one, or were you “just 
living.”  

b. What did you learn, and then believe, once you hit rock bottom?   
c. If no, do you feel as though your life may be heading to “rock 

bottom”.  
6. Jesus’ offer to us is: “All of you, for all of me.” Meaning, we must 

willingly submit every aspect of our lives to the authority of Jesus. If 
we do that, then we get all of Jesus.  

a. What areas of your life is it easy for you to follow what Jesus 
had commanded?  

b. What areas of your life do you have a hard time following what 
Jesus has commanded?  
i. Why do you think that is hard for you to give up control?  

ii. Why do you think Jesus’ way in (whatever area they said) is 
not what will ultimately bring you the most joy and 
happiness? 

 

Transparency & Vulnerability: 
  
If you haven’t done so already, split up the men and women in your group. 

● Ask if there is anything that needs to be dragged out and confessed 
before the light of God. Darkness cannot live in the light. 

● Pray for each other; lay hands on and pray when needed. 
 


