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Luke - Guide 
 

Luke Part 8 / Counter-Cultural  
  
Go over the rules of Group Discussion: 

● Use ‘I’ statements. These statements break denial structures. 
● No rescuing people as they are speaking. Do not finish someone’s 

sentence if they start struggling to find words. Let them fully process 
their thought; it might be the first time they are wrestling with 
something 

● No side chatter. 
● Pray. Invite God to further His kingdom in your group. Ask for blind 

spots to be revealed in your members’ lives. 

 
Reading: 
From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer 

many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third 

day be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from 

you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind 

me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of 

God, but on the things of man.”  
  
- Matthew 16:21-23 

Getting Started 

Read the above verses 

1. What is the worst advice you ever received from a friend?  
2. What is the worst advice you've ever given someone?  
3. Was Peter intentionally doing the work of Satan in Matthew 16:21-23?  
4. What does that say about us, then?  

a. Answer: that we can unintentionally be carrying out the work of 
Satan.  

b. Answer: that our advice can be sincere, and be sincerely wrong.  
5. What is the purpose of suffering? 

a. How does our understanding of suffering impact how we go through 
it? 

6. Read the next verse (verse 23) 
a. What do you think about the severity of Christ’s response in this 

moment? 



 
Going Deeper 
As we continue through Luke, we want people to be able to voice their thoughts 
and questions; however, we do not necessarily want to fill those with answers. 
As we walk through the book of Luke, we will be confronted with what we think 
we already know about Jesus versus what the bible says about Jesus. We will be 
confronted with whether we are worshiping the Jesus of the bible, or a Jesus 
we have created in our head. Create an environment where people can just shout 
out a thought they have. 
 
15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of 

the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the 

desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world. 17 And 

the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides 

forever. 

 

- 1 John 2:15-17 

 

The narrative of this world is that we need “more.” As Christians, we often 
take the good gifts from God and make them ultimate in our lives.  
 

1. What “desires of the flesh” are you pursuing?  
2. What “desires of the eyes” are you pursuing?  
3. Where is the “pride of life” playing out in your life?  
4. Does your life look like everyone else’s around you?  
5. Are you pursuing all the same things as every other American?  

a. Is that a good thing?  
6. What do you pursue harder than Christ?  

 

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and 

take up his cross and follow me. 25 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever 

loses his life for my sake will find it. 

 

- Matthew 16:24-25 

 

1. In what areas of your life are you not denying yourself?  
a. Examples: sleep, video games, social media, exercising/body image, 

traveling, playing, consuming, Netflix/Amazon Prime, family, kids, 
401K, business, retirement, grandchildren, etc.  

2. What would happen if you choose to deny yourself for Christ sake in 
those areas?  

3. “...take up his cross and follow me.” What does that look like in your 
life?  

4. What practical steps can you take, now?  
5. Is your life different from the world around you that it draws people to 

Jesus?  
a. How can it?  



 
 

  Application 
 
 23 Search me, O God, and know my heart! 

    Try me and know my thoughts! 

24 And see if there be any grievous way in me, 

    and lead me in the way everlasting! 

 

- Psalm 139: 23-24 
 
Daniel gave us three practical ways to start denying ourselves and pursuing 

Christ above all other things:  
1. Invite the Spirit to search our heart; God, what do you require of me? 

Read Psalm 139:23-24.  
a. Is it hard for you to ask God what He requires of you? Why?  
b. What are you treasuring over Christ?  
c. What are you being self-righteous in?  
d. What do you believe God requires of you?  

i. When did you start feeling that prompting?  
ii. Have you tried to avoid that prompting, or rationalize it 

away?  
iii. Does it make you uncomfortable? Why?  

2. Know and preach the Word of God to ourselves and others.  
a. What we focus on will ultimately control the direction of our 

life. What are you focusing on?  
3. Actively and intentionally putting ourselves in a place where a 

different narrative is being told.  
a. What does that look like in your life?  
b. Do you believe life is found in giving? Not just “know”, but 

believe (functionally live out).  
 

Transparency & Vulnerability: 
  
If you haven’t done so already, split up the men and women in your group. 

● Ask if there is anything that needs to be dragged out and confessed 
before the light of God. Darkness cannot live in the light. 

● Pray for each other; lay hands on and pray when needed. 
 


