
Hill City Church 

Luke - Guide (Feb 17) 
 

Luke Part 44 /  Jesus Saves from Religion 
  
Go over the rules of Group Discussion: 

● Use ‘I’ statements. These statements break denial structures. 
● No rescuing people as they are speaking. Do not finish someone’s 

sentence if they start struggling to find words. Let them fully process 
their thought; it might be the first time they are wrestling with 
something 

● No side chatter. 
● Pray. Invite God to further His kingdom in your group. Ask for blind 

spots to be revealed in your members’ lives. 

 
Reading: 
1One Sabbath, when he went to dine at the house of a ruler of the Pharisees, 

they were watching him carefully. 2 And behold, there was a man before him 

who had dropsy. 3 And Jesus responded to the lawyers and Pharisees, 

saying, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath, or not?” 4 But they remained 

silent. Then he took him and healed him and sent him away. 5 And he said to 

them, “Which of you, having a son or an ox that has fallen into a well on a 

Sabbath day, will not immediately pull him out?” 6 And they could not reply 

to these things. 

- Luke 14: 1-6 

Getting Started 

Read the above verses 
 

1. Start this week by praying about these things: 
a. Pray for a revelation this week, invite God to press 

into some truth that you hadn’t considered before. 
i. Invite conviction where it is needed 



b. Pray that the Spirit would pierce your heart and allow 
your mind to be renewed this week. 

 
Going Deeper 
As we continue through Luke, we want people to be able to voice their thoughts 
and questions; however, we do not necessarily want to fill those with answers. 
As we walk through the book of Luke, we will be confronted with what we think 
we already know about Jesus versus what the bible says about Jesus. We will be 
confronted with whether we are worshiping the Jesus of the bible, or a Jesus 
we have created in our head. Create an environment where people can just shout 
out a thought they have. 
 

1. How does the way that Jesus treats the man with dropsy 
reflect the way that God saved you? 

a. How did he take hold of you, heal you, and send you? 
b. How can you take hold of those hurting, heal, and send 

them out in your life right now? 
2. What was going on in this story between Jesus and the 

Pharisees? 
a. How did Jesus flip the script? 

 
 

  Application  
Confession and repentance is the ongoing theme of the believer’s life. As God 
reveals truth to us, we confess where we have sinned against Him, and change 
our way. 

1. What we see in this passage was Jesus confronting men who 
so focused on themselves and this idea of religion that 
they missed what was right in front of them. What is the 
difference between Jesus, and what he wants, compared to 
religion ? 

a. Answer-Any work or action that you do outside the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ to earn 
approval/satisfaction/answers from Him 

2. How does true Christianity/Jesus differ in how He answers 
the following questions: 

a. How can I be in right standing with god/gods/higher 
being? 

b. How do I find purpose in life? 
c. How do I find my destiny? 



d. Why am I here? 
e. How can I be accepted by the higher powers? 

3. Brad shared some warning signs that you are slipping into 
“ religion ” rather than focusing on what Christ has, read 
them and have each person share which one is their  warning 
sign and what they could do to get past it  
(Answer, Usually Humility and repentance; but also talk 
action steps  and make sure to use ‘I’ statements ) 

a. You might be religious if people can only define you 
by what you are against? 

b. You might be religious if Repentance for everyone 
except you. 

c. You might be religious if you avoid helping hurting 
people?  

d. You might be religious if your efforts are on 
persuading believers to your way of thinking over 
sharing the gospel with unbelievers. 

e. You might be religious if you confuse doctrine with 
procedures/approaches 
i. “Correct” way to raise kids, or “correct” way to 

worship 
f. You might be religious if you have abandoned the 

mission of God but still hang around.  
i. Why do you show up on a Sunday morning? (Don’t 

just be a church attender; The church wants so 
much more for you ) 

4. If you haven’t already, talk practically as to how you can 
change these things and press against these warning signs 

 
Transparency & Vulnerability: 
  
If you haven’t done so already, split up the men and women in your group. 

● Ask if there is anything that needs to be dragged out and confessed 
before the light of God. Darkness cannot live in the light. 

● Pray for each other; lay hands on and pray when needed. 
 


