
TEXT: Hosea 6.1-7 
SUPPLEMENTAL TEXTS: Matthew 9.9-13; 1 Cor. 13; 1 John 3.16-18 

GOALS:  
1. Define God’s desire for humanity from the passage. 
2. Connect Jesus’ actions to God’s expectation of man. 
3. Connect Jesus’ sacrifice and example to our own religious life. 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS (Share what is relevant) 
- Covenant Membership--October 6th and 13th--Sign up before September 29th on HC 

website 
- Baptism Sunday, October 13th--Encourage people that you know to be baptized if they 

have not! Register on the HC Website under the Connect tab. 
- Naked Truth--Open to the public this year! October 12th from 7:00-8:30 at the Gillioz. 

Tickets $5, buy them on the HC Website on the Events tab. 
- Manscursion: An event for men to learn about being all that God has created 

man to be, physically, emotionally, and spiritually. September 27th--29th in 
Branson; costs $150; register on Hill City website. Spots are filling quickly!  

- If you have served in the City, share your story. You can do this either on a card 
on Sunday mornings or online at https://www.hillcitysgf.org/media/stories at the 
“Share Your Story” tab.  

- Remember to pray for our church partners: Giacomo & Miriam Sardone, Zach & 
Madison Thompson in Perugia Italy, Rich Perez in NYC, and our partners in 
Tijuana.  

 
QUIET REFLECTION 

[After catching up on your weeks, spend time in silence as a group for a few minutes to collect 
your thoughts and transition into Bible study. Have someone pray at the conclusion.] 
Optional prompts for consideration (quiet reflection, not for sharing): 

- How was your week? What was good? What was bad? 
- What in your past week is impacting your thoughts and your feelings as you come to 

God’s Word? 
- When in the last week were you out-of-step with the Gospel-centered life?  
- When in the last week have you seen God’s faithfulness?  

 
READ + DISCUSS SCRIPTURE 

 
Text Synopsis/Important Facts: 

https://www.hillcitysgf.org/media/stories


We jump ahead in the text a few chapters to Hosea 6. We have been tracking with the 
story of the marriage of Hosea and Gomer. The wife of the prophet was adulterous, and 
when she came to ruin, Hosea redeemed her and brought her back into dwelling with 
him. The story of their marriage was intended by God to be an allegory (a story that 
reveals a deeper meaning/story) of His relationship with unfaithful Israel. Now, we move 
into Hosea applying the lessons of the allegory to Israel. Hosea 4-5 is God, through 
Hosea, identifying Israel’s sin and warning of His judgment, leading to Hosea 6, where 
God through Hosea pleas with Israel to return and laments Israel’s inconsistency of 
faithfulness to God. 
The message is more straightforward than the allegory, but Hosea presents his 
warnings and promises in poetry. Biblical poetry relies heavily on simile/metaphor 
(direct/indirect comparison of two things), imagery (painting a picture with specific word 
choice), and allusion (referencing something that the author assumes the reader 
already knows about). This passage uses metaphors and similes from nature, 
comparing different parts of creation to God and to humanity. 
Hosea pleads with the people to turn back to God in repentance after their time of 
punishment, trusting God that He will restore them, because He is faithful to His 
promises. He contrasts this with the wavering of Israel’s love, and tells them He wants 
their loyalty more than their religious practices--though He wants those as well. 
It is important to know that the sacrifices and burnt offerings were REALLY 
IMPORTANT. God told Israel to do them in the Law. The point: our sacrifices mean 
nothing if we are unfaithful to God and hate our neighbor, and either way, God will 
provide a sacrifice if we are loyal, like He did for Abraham when he went to sacrifice 
Isaac. 
 

1. In v.6, the word “steadfast love” in Hebrew is hesed, which is used in many ways. 
It is a word meant to blend the concepts of loyalty and love. The question, then, 
is who the object of this love is. The word hesed usually refers to being loyal to 
the covenant with God, just as He is loyal to His people. However, the Greek Old 
Testament that Jesus uses translates hesed to mean “mercy,” which is directed 
at other humans. Both work in the context, and this statement covers the two 
great commandments: Love God (loyalty) and love your neighbor (mercy), and 
addresses Israel’s two great sins: idolatry (disloyalty) and social injustice 
(mercilessness). 

2. In v.3 and v.6, the word “know/knowledge” in Hebrew is yada’, which, in that 
culture, is a way of talking about a faithful covenant relationship, such as 
marriage. Essentially, the two lines say the same thing in different ways: God 
desires us to be loyal to Him more than He desires us to half-heartedly follow the 
sacrificial system. 



Discussion Questions  
 
Introduction: 

- What is one (non-Church) person/organization you are loyal/faithful to? How 
does your loyalty practically play out in your life? [If your group is mostly couples, 
encourage thinking outside of spouse as answer]  

- Who (outside of Christ) is loyal to you [friends, spouses, employees, etc]? How 
does knowing that shape your relationship with them? 

 
Theology: 

- READ Hosea 6.1-7 
- In the first three verses, what is Hosea pleading with Israel to do? [see Important 

Fact 2 for guidance on “know”]  
- In v.3, what is Hosea’s reason for why they can return to faithfulness to the Lord?  

Leader: In v.4, Hosea reminds us what we have been learning throughout his book: 
Israel is unfaithful, unable to stay loyal to God. Because of this, Hosea says, God is 
going to judge and slay them. 

- RE-READ v.6 
- What is God’s expectation of His people as they are redeemed to Himself? [see 

Important Facts above] 
 
Application: 
Leader: This is all helpful instruction for the Israelites, whose lives revolved around the 
Temple sacrificial system, but what does this mean for us who have never killed a bull 
on an altar to appease God? 

- READ 1 Corinthians 13.1-3. What here can be related to Temple sacrifice and 
burnt offerings? What are we called to do even more than these things? 

- What things, church or otherwise, are you doing that you do lovelessly, even if 
they are not bad things? 

- READ 1 Corinthians 13.4-13. What does God mean when He tells us to love? 
- What on this list sticks out to you as especially hard? Why? 

 
Gospel: 
Leader: Jesus quoted the words of Hosea 6.6 during His ministry on Earth to explain 
what He was doing in Matthew 9. 

- READ Matthew 9.10-13 
- What is Jesus doing? Why would He respond with this specific Scripture quote? 
- List [written or verbal] as many instances as you can think of in Scripture where 

Jesus shows loyalty to God and/or mercy to people. What does this tell us about 



our King? [stay in these for a little while--challenge your group to go deeper on 
these!] 

Leader: The Good News of Jesus Christ is that He was loyal to God on our behalf and 
was merciful to us, AND He became our great and final sacrifice from God Himself. 
 

PERSONAL MEDITATION ON SCRIPTURE 
[As a group, spend time (5-10 minutes) in silence going over the passage that was discussed. 
This gives everyone an opportunity to think through the Scripture (both internal and external 
processors). These prompts are all optional--you can use all, some or none of them. Decide 
what is best for your group.] 
 
Meditation Prompt Options: 

- Reflect on the list of Jesus’ loyalty and mercy. What thoughts/emotions does this 
evoke in you?  

- Reflect on the list in 1 Corinthians 13. How can you live these out in response to 
Jesus’ love for you?  

- READ 1 John 3.16-18. Do you love emotionally or loyally? In what ways can you 
begin to “love in deed and in truth?” 

- Hosea calls Israel to return to submit to the Lord again. Who in your life can you 
tell about God’s faithfulness? 

 
 

SHARE INSIGHT FROM MEDITATION 
[Every member will usually have something to share. This is a great opportunity for people to 
share their hearts - after all, it is difficult to discuss why a verse is on their heart today without 
sharing why or what’s going on in their lives.] 
 
 

PRAY 
 
Benediction: 
Jesus is your sacrifice, and His Holy Spirit is transforming your heart to be more loyal to 
Him. Go about your week loving people well, confident in God’s love for you. 


