
TEXT: Hosea 3 
SUPPLEMENTAL TEXTS: Deuteronomy 7.1-10; 1 Corinthians 6.19-20; 1 Peter 
1.17-19 

GOALS:  
1. Define redemption and its place in the marriage/adultery extended metaphor. 
2. Identify God’s motivation and method of redemption. 
3. Analyze God’s intention for our life after redemption. 

 
Announcements: 

- Manscursion: An event for men to learn about being all that God has created 
man to be, physically, emotionally, and spiritually. September 27th--29th in 
Branson; costs $150; register on Hill City website. Spots are filling quickly!  

- Covenant Membership: October 6th and October 13. Register before September 
29th. Register on Hill City website. 

- If you have served in the City, share your story. You can do this either on a card 
on Sunday mornings or online at https://www.hillcitysgf.org/media/stories at the 
“Share Your Story” tab.  

- Remember to pray for our church partners: Giacomo & Miriam Sardone, Zach & 
Madison Thompson in Perugia Italy, Rich Perez in NYC, and our partners in 
Tijuana.  

 
Text Synopsis/Important Facts (For Leaders’ Information) 
The narrative continues after the poem of the last two weeks with a new act in the 
drama: Hosea is called to redeem Gomer. God explains why Hosea must redeem his 
adulterous wife by talking about His redemption of His unfaithful partner, Israel. He pays 
15 shekels of silver and 1 day’s amount of food for a slave to redeem her.  

1. Contextually, it is possible that either Hosea bought Gomer as she sold herself 
into slavery OR he bought her from her slaveholding master, maybe the lover 
she ran away with. The Hebrew word for “bought” in verse 2 indicates bargaining, 
working hard to obtain. Either way, he is aiming at redemption: the Israelite 
procedure under the Law of Moses of paying a price in order to reclaim that 
which has been dispossessed from the rightful owner/master. 

2. Hosea 3.4-5 is saying that for a time, God will take away Israel’s political and 
religious structure (basically everything that makes them a nation) until they 
complete their time of discipline; then, they will receive a King and a Temple 
again. 

 
 
Discussion Questions  

https://www.hillcitysgf.org/media/stories


 
Introduction: 

- What does the word redemption mean? [rescue; reclaim, often in exchange for 
payment; examples: paying to get your car back from being towed, Aslan in The 
Lion, The Witch, and The Wardrobe] 

- What is a time you have had to redeem something or someone from difficult 
circumstances? [can be lighthearted/superficial] 

 
Theology: 

- READ Deuteronomy 7.1-10 
Leader: This is a key part of the marriage covenant God made with Israel, describing for 
what reason God made this covenant with Israel and describing what adultery means in 
this covenant. 

- In verses 6-8, what are the reasons God gives for choosing and rescuing Israel 
out of Egypt?  

- In verses 3-4, what does God say will happen if they are unfaithful? 
Leader: We know from Hosea that Israel did not remain faithful to God. But we also 
have seen that God loves Israel despite its unfaithfulness, which leads us to Hosea.  

- READ Hosea 3.1-3 
- What does Gomer/Israel deserve for her adultery, according to the passage in 

Deuteronomy?  
- What does she actually receive? Why? [look back at Deuteronomy passage for 

guidance] 
- How does this reflect God’s relationship with Israel? 

 
Gospel: 

- HOW does Hosea redeem Gomer? [for guidance, see Text Synopsis/Important 
Facts above] 
 

Leader: We know that we are just like Israel, being unfaithful to our Creator and King, 
selling ourselves to other lovers as our masters. We need redemption from our slavery. 
The question is: how can that be done for us? 
 

- READ 1 Peter 1.17-19. 
- How does God buy us back to himself? Why is this good news? [rest in these 

questions for a little while--stop and pray in thankfulness if you feel led to do so] 
 
Application: 
 



Leader: As Daniel said on Sunday, while this redemption is given to us freely, there is 
an expected response to the redemption God has accomplished. 

- RE-READ Hosea 3.3-5. What does God expect Israel to do in response to His 
redemption? [for questions on v.4-5, see Important Fact #2] 

- READ 1 Peter 1.13-19 [Optional: Add 1 Corinthians 6.12-20]. What were the two 
responses Daniel discussed on Sunday? How do these verses develop our 
understanding of “faith” and “repentance?” 

-  
 
Meditation Prompt Options: 

- Think deeply about how God has redeemed you. What emotions and feelings 
come up? [If your people aren’t used to emotional response, this one will be 
challenging. Be gracious if someone doesn’t have/can’t express deep feelings at 
this time.] 

- God’s message of redemption shaped how Hosea treated Gomer. How does 
God’s message of redemption through Jesus shape how you treat your 
neighbors? 

- What does it look like for me to live in response to knowing God has redeemed 
me at such a high price? 

- Who can I share this message of redemption with? 
 

Benediction: 
Celebrate! Live joyfully as one who is loved so much that you were redeemed with the 
blood of Jesus. Love him back; listen to him; follow him. 


