
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Newer Christians/HC attenders: 

- Covenant Membership--October 6th and 13th--Sign up before September 29th 
on HC website 

- Baptism Sunday, October 13th--Encourage people that you know to be baptized 
if they have not! Register on the HC Website under the Connect tab. 

Church Events 
- Naked Truth--DATE HAS CHANGED to November 2 at 6:00pm at the Gillioz. 

Tickets $5, buy them on the HC Website on the Events tab. 
- Manscursion: An event for men to learn about being all that God has created 

man to be, physically, emotionally, and spiritually. September 27th--29th in 
Branson; costs $150; register on Hill City website. Spots are filling quickly!  

Chances to Serve 
In the City 

- If you have served in the City, share your story. You can do this either on a card 
on Sunday mornings or online at https://www.hillcitysgf.org/media/stories at the 
“Share Your Story” tab. 

In the World  
- Tijuana mission trip: provide staff relief at Colina de Luz orphanage. January 

4-11. 
- Italy mission trip: evangelism through English and church planting. March 14-21. 
- Email missions@hillcitysgf.org for more info 
- Remember to pray for our church partners: Giacomo & Miriam Sardone, Zach & 

Madison Thompson in Perugia Italy, Rich Perez in NYC, and our partners in 
Tijuana.  

  

https://www.hillcitysgf.org/media/stories


Text Synopsis/Important Facts: 
This week’s text is Hosea’s final plea with the people of Israel as well as Yahweh’s 
parting words for Israel, and it is one of hope for redemption. In chapters 7-13, Hosea 
has delivered Yahweh’s words of accusation against Israel for their idolatry and 
injustice. Now, He invites them to return to Himself, promising healing and redemption. 
To review: Hosea is written in poetry, which relies heavily on metaphor (an indirect 
comparison of two things), imagery (painting a picture with specific word choice), and 
allusion (referencing something that the author assumes the reader already knows 
about).  
All the metaphors, images, and allusions of Hosea 14 are out of Eden in Genesis 2-3: 

- The Garden is depicted with a lot of imagery about trees and fruit, symbolizing 
living in God’s protective presence (shade tree) and being blessed with 
abundance (fruit tree).  

- Additionally, we can infer from Gen 3.8-10 that Yahweh intended to walk 
intimately with humans in the Garden to teach Him what is good and bad, like a 
dad with a young child. However, the humans decided to make their own 
decision about what is good and bad by eating from the Tree, earning them exile 
from Eden and death.  

Israel was intended to be a new Eden in order to return the whole world back to Eden, 
so the Israelites were meant to be the new Adam and Eve. God tells His people if they 
walk with Him in His ways, as they were supposed to in the Garden, then He will bless 
them with His presence and His blessing, as He had intended to in the Garden. 
This same call to return to His ways to have His presence and blessing are presented to 
sinful Israel here in Hosea 14. Israel is meant to be a new Eden, if it is loyal to God and 
walks in His ways (obeys). They failed, and are now given the chance to return to the 
new Eden.  
The last verse records the person who found Hosea’s works telling us we all have the 
choice to return to Eden as well, if we listen to God and walk in His ways. We, as the 
New Covenant people of God, know that this happens in allegiance to Jesus and the 
work of the Holy Spirit in our lives. Paul picks up on this idea for us, when He talks 
about walking in the Spirit, in different ways, in Ephesians 2, Galatians 5, Romans 8, 
and 1 Corinthians 12, to name a few. Walking in the Spirit is the New Covenant Church 
walking with God in the Garden--He helps us know that we are in a loving relationship 
with God as our Father, and He teaches us to be obedient to His ways. We do this now 
as we look forward to our future hope: walking with God in the New Jerusalem, restored 
to perfect relationship and perfect obedience to Him forever.  
  



 
TEXT: Hosea 14 
SUPPLEMENTAL TEXTS: Genesis 2.9, 3.8-10; Deut. 5-28-33; Galatians 5.16-23; 
Ephesians 2.10 

GOALS:  
1. Identify what it means to walk with God. 
2. Identify parallels between God’s call to Israel and God’s call to us. 
3. Celebrate The Holy Spirit’s work in us, accompanying us and helping us toward 

good works. 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
- Refer to the page above. Share as many as time allows, but emphasize the ones most 

applicable to your people. As a CG Leader, you are an important liaison to your people 
about the HC life! 

- Be as active in the church body as you can. Keep in mind that “Go with me there” will 
impact people more than just “Go there.” 

 
QUIET REFLECTION 

[After catching up on your weeks, spend time in silence as a group for a few minutes to collect 
your thoughts and transition into Bible study. Have someone pray at the conclusion.] 
Optional prompts for consideration (quiet reflection, not for sharing): 

- How was your week? What was good? What was bad? 
- What in your past week is impacting your thoughts and your feelings as you come to 

God’s Word? 
- When in the last week were you out-of-step with the Gospel-centered life?  
- When in the last week have you seen God’s faithfulness? 

 
READ + DISCUSS SCRIPTURE 

 
Discussion Questions  
 
Introduction: 

- Think of a time when you were new at something (job, sport, life changes, etc) 
and had to have someone walk you through how to do it. What was it? How did it 
feel to be in that position? 

- Did you have a good or a bad teacher, and how did that impact the process?  
- Imagine your ideal adventure, whether in your imagination or in your experience. 

What is it? Who would you have to accompany you on your journey? 



 
Theology: 

- READ Genesis 2.9, Genesis 3.8-10 
Leader: When humans were created, they were designed to walk with God in the 
Garden, learning what is good and what is bad from God in a loving, father-son 
relationship. Additionally, the Garden is described as having an abundance of trees, 
giving shade, which represents God’s loving protection, and fruit, which represents 
God’s abundant, life-giving blessings. We were designed to live like this, enjoying God’s 
blessings as we walk with Him throughout our lives. Adam and Eve stopped walking 
with God in His ways, and pain and death came. However, God gave Israel a chance to 
return to walking in His ways. 

- READ Deuteronomy 5.31-33 
- What is God’s command to Israel here? What is His promise? [Connect back to 

passages in Genesis] 
- From what we know in Hosea, how was Israel doing in walking in the ways of the 

Lord? What was their deserved punishment? 
-  

 
Application: 

- In what ways have you stumbled or drifted away from God’s ways?  
- What has that led to? What is your deserved punishment? 

 
Gospel: 

- READ Hosea 14.1-7. What is God’s gracious offer to the Israelites?  
- What will happen if they accept this offer? 
- READ Ephesians 2.1-10. Though we don’t walk according to God’s way, what is 

the good news for us? [make sure for Gospel understanding here!] 
-  How does this impact the way you view/think about yourself? [stay in this 

question for a while!] 
- RE-READ Ephesians 2.8-10. What does it mean to walk in the ways of the Lord? 

Why do we walk in His ways? 
 

PERSONAL MEDITATION ON SCRIPTURE 
[As a group, spend time (5-10 minutes) in silence going over the passage that was discussed. 
This gives everyone an opportunity to think through the Scripture (both internal and external 
processors). These prompts are all optional--you can use all, some or none of them. Decide 
what is best for your group.] 
 
Meditation Prompt Options: 



- Meditate on the way God has redeemed you, though you have not walked in His 
ways. What thoughts/emotions does that evoke? 

- How does what you’ve learned help you love God and love your neighbor more? 
- Read Galatians 5.16-26. How can you practically live out walking in the Spirit in 

your personal life? 
 

SHARE INSIGHT FROM MEDITATION 
[Every member will usually have something to share. This is a great opportunity for people to 
share their hearts - after all, it is difficult to discuss why a verse is on their heart today without 
sharing why or what’s going on in their lives.] 
 
 

PRAY 
 
Benediction: 
Rejoice! God has brought you back to Himself, enabling you to walk with Him again. Go 
and walk with Him in His ways, loving Him and loving your neighbor.. 


