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Reading: 
29 …”but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I never 

disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with 

my friends. 30 But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your property with 

prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’ 31 And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always 

with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your 

brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.” 

-Luke 15:29-32 

Getting Started 

Read the above verses 

1. Have you ever heard the saying ‘God helps those who helps themselves’? 

a. How does this common American ‘Christian’ saying go in the face of 

this story (the Prodigal Son) and the Gospel? 

Digging in 

2. Read Luke 15:11-32 

3. Knowing that this story is about ‘A Man’ and his two sons, not about the 

son(s), what characteristics about this father most resemble that of 

God, The Father? 

a. Which of those traits do you struggle to feel the most right now? 

b. Have you ever felt like you did not deserve the things that were 

happening to you in a season because of your actions (going to 

church, being obedient, etc.) 

c. Have you ever felt like you were unworthy of being chased down, 

embraced, and celebrated over? 



Going Deeper 
 
This week, Pastor Rich talked about the story of the Prodigal son, and 
challenged the thinking of where we might see ourselves in the story. Our 
hearts and actions towards others should reflect the heart and action of God 
towards us. This week, look at yourself, your family, and your group and ask 
how you might better live a ‘revolutionary love’ like that of our older 
brother Jesus. 

● Hospitality 
Hospitality is truly shown when we share the things that refresh us the most, 
rather than just giving our leftovers. We must, in order to show the type of 
love and hospitality that our Father God has shown us, must be willing to 
create a safe space for those who are hurting. We must, as a local church, and 
as a part of Christ’s church, must be able and willing to put the word 
hospital into the word hospitality. 

○ What was the last non-birthday celebration that you have had? 
○ What opportunities do celebrations and parties have in bringing in 

those who are outside the church 
○ What reasons do we give to not have people into our homes or find 

opportunities to celebrate? 
○ Have I done a good job and displaying the joy and celebratory 

nature of God in the way I live? 

● The Younger Brother 
○ At what point in your life were you the younger brother? 

■ What ‘wealth’ did you squander in this time? 
○ How did God run to you and embrace you? 
○ Do you live your life now as a hired servant of God, or as a son 

of God? How and why? 
■ What is the impact and result of living your life in either 

of these two ways? 

Application 
1. The Older Brother 

There are many lessons to be learned from the selfishness and stubbornness of 
the Older Brother in this story. He watched as his younger brother took 
advantage of His father, squandered his wealth, and turned around to then have 
his inheritance taken from to adorn him again. 

○ Do you ever feel like people need to “pull themselves up by their 
bootstraps”, or judge them for living a certain way? 

■ Are they capable of changing on their own? 
○ In what ways are we (emphasizing, how have I been) guilty of being 

the older brother in the way we look at and treat others? 
 



Reflection 
1. What are some action steps you and your group can make towards making 

family of strangers, and making friends of enemies? 
a. What are concerns that you have of doing that? 
b. What truths or things can you do to combat these? 

2. What are things you can do to celebrate more? 
a. What are concerns that you have in doing this? 
b. What truths or things can you do to combat these? 

Take some time now to pray over these things, there were many 
challenging things discussed this weekend and many tensions and 
struggles were pressed into. Take some time to pray over these 

desires, fears, and concerns and pray for God’s discernment as you 
step into these spaces. 

 


